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23 "L'Autonomista": History and Memory 
LLUÍS COSTA I FERNANDEZ 
The author refers to the pçess in the city ofGirona, where the first pro-
per publication appeared in 1787. However, severa! deserving cases 
have carried enough weight to merit analysis by historians and jour-
nalists. L'Autonomista is o ne o f the main such exponents. 
The author covers the trajectory o f the publication since it was laun-
ched on Septcmber 18, 1898. L'Autonomista gathers together impor-
tant events in the history ofCatalonia and creates opinion trends. Af-
ter the Civil. War it was submitted·to the ignominious Francoist re-
pression. Its owner, Da rius Ra hola, was forced in to exile. The journa-
list Carles Rahola was sentenced to death and executed for writing 
ccrtain articles. 
Los Sitios was conceived, in the post-wqar period, by the Falange, 
who used L'Autonomista's printing material. In 1944, a directive 
f rom thc Ministry o f the Interior ordered that the material o f the his-
torie Catalan newspaper pass completely into the hands ofthe "Dele-
gación Nacional de Prensa" (National Press Delegation). This final 
solution illustrates the power of the Francoist state over the press. 
36 
"L'Hora": The only 
Valencian newspaper 
in Catalan 
JOSEP LLUÍS GOMEZ MOMPART 
The ephemeral experience of the only Valencian, newspaper publis-
hed in Catalan is analyzed by Gómez Mompart. L'.l{ora had a short 
li fe, as only three issues were publishèd. This brevity is due, according 
to the author, to two different reasons: on the one hand there was the 
Jack of national and cultural conscience ofValencian society. On the 
other, the precariousness, of the economic resources necessary for 
putting a newspaper together. 
L'Hora was a journalistic prqjcct halfway between the old opinion 
press and the new informative press. The project was the brainchild 
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of Joaquim Reig, the director of the Banc de València. That was in 
1936. 
The Yalencian newspaper's future prospectes were somewhat slim in 
the face of competition from already well-established newspapers, 
such as Las Provincias, Diario de Valencia, La Correspondencia 
de Valencia, El Mercantil, Valenciano, or El Pueblo. All o f them 
in Castilian and with greater resources. 
The author goes over L'Hora's orientation, Valencianism, national 
feeling, as well as the content of the publication, its design, style 
and advertising. 
Its director was Emili Cebrüin Navarro. 
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The journalist, 
his organisation 
and production 
JORDI MINGUELL 
The author ofthis article wonders what the difference between a com-
municator and a journalist is. He also reflects on the ideal functions 
of the press and the situation of our press compared to that same 
ideal. 
Everybody has the right to inform, points out the author, but the jour-
nalist is bound to do so in a determined way and respecting certain 
rules. The journalist 1must adhere to a specific code o f ethics. In this 
respect the professidnal College has to function as an instrument of 
self-government, which means supervising the professional deonto-
logy as well as all the affiliates. 
The imposition of a collegiate for all those professionals who ha ve to 
inform in a given medium seems necessary to the author, despite the 
supposition that some press entrepreneurs may oppose this because 
of what it can mean for their interests. 
This work analyses the MacBride report on information, published 
by the UNESCO. A seven-point report calling for a free, open a nd ba-
lanced press. 
Following that, the author reviews the communications media in Ca-
talonia and remarks that in general they do not explain the whys or 
wherefores of certain facts or modes of behaviour, and nor do they 
ponder out their consequences. Regarding language, according to the 
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